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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(c), Applicant brings to the attention of 
the Examiner the documents listed on the attached PT0 1449. This Information 
Disclosure Statement is being filed after the events recited in Section 1 .97(b) but, to the 
undersigned's knowledge, before the mailing date of either a Final Action or a Notice of 
Allowance. Under the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(c). the fee of $1 80.00 as specified 
by Section 1 .1 7(p) is to be charged to Deposit Account No. 50-3726. 

The present application is a continuation of Application No. 10/253,678, filed 
September 24, 2002 (now U.S. Patent No. 6,916,320); which is a divisional of 
Application No. 09/754,733, filed January 4, 2001 (now U.S. Patent No. 6,454,771 ); 
which is a continuation of Application No. 09/022,293, filed February 11, 1998 (now 
U.S. Patent No. 6,193,721). 

Applicant brings to the Examiner's attention that the '320 patent, U.S. Patent No. 
6,428,542 (a divisional of the '721 patent), and U.S. Patent No. 6,592,586 (a divisional 
of the '721 patent) are the subject of litigation in the United States District Court for the 
District of New Jersey, Civil Action No. 2:06-CV-00490 (DMC), hereinafter referred to as 
Litigation 1 ("Lit. 1"). 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no 
better art exists and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed 
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documents are material or constitute "prior art." If the Examiner applies any of the 
documents as prior art against any claims in the application and Applicant determines 
that the cited documents do not constitute "prior art" under United States law, Applicant 
reserves the right to present to the office the relevant facts and law regarding the 
appropriate status of such documents. 

Applicant further reserves the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or more of 
the documents be applied against the claims of the present application. 

If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this Statement, please 
charge the fee to our Deposit Account No. 50-3726. 



Respectfully submitted, 



MARTIN & FERRARO, LLP 



Date: August 4, 2006 




Thomas H. Martin 
Registration No. 34,383 



1557 Lake O'Pines Street, NE 
Hartville, Ohio 44632 
Telephone: (330) 877-0700 
Facsimile: (330)877-2030 
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Form PTO 1440 d-4-06.doc 

PTO/SB/ 08 (10-02) Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

PAGE 8/8 4 RCVD AT 8/4/2006 5:24:29 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DMS:2738300 * CSID:3308772030 • DURATION (mrrKS):02-28 



